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OPINION

Hospital in crisis

Re the article “Ailing hospital likely to YOUR VIEW
close:” ]

It would appear that the long, painful
and tragic saga of King-Harbor hospital has
finally come to a close. The news that it had jntegra] to the hospital’s failure remain in
failed, yet again, a critical inspection did county employment and thus risk “contami-
not surprise me; because after the death of  pating” the staff milieu of the other health
Ms. Rodriguez in May it became apparent  fycilities that they are cascaded into, or, will

to me that in order for the nursing and th f 2

hospital personnel to stand by and watch Eylie relteiony 2

for 45 minutes while a woman writhed in Geneviéve M. Clavreul
pain on the ER floor that the hospital had PASADENA

lost all vestiges of care and compassion and
was trapped in a slow spiral of morale
decline and had become completely
detached.

I had hoped that Rodriquez’s tragic death
might have served as a significant emo-
tional event that might have reawakened
the “fire to excel,” but when I sat through
nearly an hour of non-answers and syco-
phantic pabulum provided by both Ms.
Epps and Dr. Chernof, I knew King-Harbor’s
rehabilitation was doomed. The challenge
that now faces Los Angeles County is: Will
those King:-Harbor employees who were







